
From Hew tfavsn Rojrisrej', S’3rfd<;y October 9, IQ??

F/^^1OUS OLD HOF?in"ORD SCHOOL TO r/f

V^or.en’G Leej ue Duya Lit'Mc Rr'd Ijujlr’In; Ccvr'-t./ Lanrfn!3?’k

for i?S ycsrs ?at leofet; possib/y Icngtz., a ’’little n3<j school hoiK-^e» has stood on s knol 
nr, tne wpin tr-avoS.-.M/iten bif’Lwoy,^ in the 13.ttle viliar;a of Hortbforc-

toxUinr,to ap-r'' the ^Idin;’ u, pass out of Ccnnect;tci:t hissory, and snyious to restore it 
cO its orifina. old fnshionsG style, the and Horth Branford Len?<te of ?c-en'v/'t^--
havej>rrr:naso<. rhe builexng and sre now working upon nia-s to f>reserva its histor’-aJ v-lGZ'' 
Find Its p’.'-uresqus appearance r ' oie.ror^t.rfi \feidf.

IfOn -.U^Ubo it proves to bo oldest; typical, red-painted school housp in the '^oun' 
of bew H/jven and zh t fourth oi&st in the Btsce of Connscticizt
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MAfiY ECnCATHB

A dtrp interest f/cJS taken xn thot;s pviif.ary sc;h<*olc, and althoufh tisere bav-a net been any 
seadtjKxen ■‘r.hools Zif liifher ord^r to iihicb youth of Morthfoi'd R’ipht readily resert, 
the thirat for knew^edfe was so keen that snaay aoiui/r-ed c-n edneatiexj in colle^.as and pro- 
fcsriop.Gl schools elsewherse

Tew parishes of tbs State, and pezhps none of equal ^jopulation have given 'o the world so 
large s. nnnfiber liberally erJucated r’cn -’ &o goodly a nuF’ber of sRiprant sons, who have 
served their feneration in their varied fields of professional labor - as 'ierthforxl, and 
of thert! have bean graduated fron Yale Ccllepec

froti this village have sat forth a irembsr of the first faculty of ■■■iiliars College; ths 
founcer of the first free school in a slave st ate; a translator of the Bible in the 
Arabic Isnguafe; the father and mother of a well knevzn Biblical Corr^entator: one 
of the first women missionaries of the Sandwich Islands.; a woman misciona v the 
Indians; a minister who preached for over '-0 years in Taunton, ’’ass,; a uhysicien 
whose name stands over the door of the Yale Libraand one of the first woTpen adnitt-d -q 
the Connecticut^Bar, K member the family of Wellesley College; a cofoender of a larpe 
charitable institution in Chicago; an engineer who i^cse high in his profession; a super­
visor or reusic in the schools cf Brooklyn; a captain in the United States t\Yri'/ in the 
Civil War; a missionary (fl^c teeches in Peking, Cliina; a secretary g-o the faculty 
in theUniversity of Rochester; a family cf geniuses who ga-./e no “he v;oric many basic ’ 
inventions; a ramily of manufacturers whsaentorprice has enriched this state; 31 men 
wno offered their services in the Civil War/ There heve been four la'j^/si’s , 18 phvsicians 
24 ministers and missionaries, ' ’ '

Wanjf of these learned men and wcm.en claim the old "little Ped SchcoLhouse" 
"lower and district school" as the seat cf their i-ounger schcol da^’s. in ths old
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Tiie eldest iALyinp. p'.xpil of this schools Jucpfe Or uTt G- Pheli.n cf Vaj Ij/sjifcrd,
declares the bfsildinr. ‘.■'as b’dlt -sbost 1750 bvt records ’-/Inch would p-’ov& this, if 
tho‘0 ys’Ze, ssnrio/ be fcuntir Tlio ©carjfc'rd rs'CordfJ have been sear'dedin vainTlie 
C'jhoolho'sse stasjds so close to ths 5^oad that it is kpy-obawle no was Tiade of
tbs lands In •Jhose days ’’school lands” sere lafge tracts vhof:e insos’.e wen* ior school 
stipporc

Professor Clara E; Smith says that Hr. John Foots of District •-- (bzoth&r i f Beacon ChaS: 
Foote) was treasurer of ths ’’Fund" for many years, exhibited papers in hit house showing 
the schoolhouse was bu.ilt in 1803.-

Ths Goodyear Genealogy by Grace Gcodyecir Ki.rknan to be found in ths Yale T ibrar;/,, contains 
a picture of ths "Little Red Schoolhouse" taken in 189.3 and the staterent that it was 
built in 1805 . Yi’Su Kirkman’s father- Andra’.v Good'7ear„ pupil thei'S; The date for
this record was also furnished by John Foote:

OLDEST PUPIL

The oldest living pupil so far as known, is Ki'rtiand Bial<e.slee, now of Ikx/ London, 0, 
He write.sJ "In regard to the little red schoolhouse., as I think of it., it brings r;any 
happy hours to ny mem ory; the old fashioned desk, my back to the teache;\. when studying, 
sitting beside Jttdge Phelsn: 1 was between seven and 10 years oidu I th'r.k ir was in 1853- 
8 5. I am now past 81,, Deacon Charles Foote was the last teacher I went <c there: I 
was 10 years old when I left North ford. I sunjoose it is one of the oldest school houses 
in the State. .As to when it was built I know nothing; I knew it was quite old when I 
went to school tberao"

Northford is a village of about 500 souls. It is peopled by the dsscendarts of the first 
settlers-. Such old family naires as Captain Aaricn Cock- Beacon Sarcusl brir •iny.ton,, Samuel 
Barnes ,-. John Baldwin , Ensign Josiah Rog-ers? j^’o c Joseph Linsisy .^ Isaac Fc<'te ir,, Stenhen 
Todd- Abel f’OTSon - Herriam (’unso.n.. .AbrahaT'’ Bartbolomsx; . Peter Tyler ’ Ti,no-u-j Pose.. Daniel 
haltby, </ohn Taintor, Samuel Goodsell, Joseph Elwell and Enos Barnes w'ei-; enterac era the 
church enrolln^ent with the constitution of the first dr.irch. Their descendants have 
car.”’ied on the work of tne villages,, their childrsn entered the red scboc..h.uuses of the 
va?riovs cistricts- ror all sciiooi build?-ngs ware painted red in the olden, days- and rhair 
children’s chiirlren sat .side by side, young and old., while taurht tha fint rudirents of 
’'leaiTjing,"

LIMITED STUDYING

Back in 1800 children were allov.’ed to no to school only in Winter; Littltj folks iust 
able to climb to a place on its benches mingled with youths 18 to 20 year*' of age. Often 
a young, mian would leave ths school x’oom for the irerriag© altar.-, c^nd durin r ths Civil War 
boys fi^aquentiy left their benches for the seat of strife.

Quill pens and a miscellaneous lot of books and slcutes brought by ths chi .dre i fro:- their 
homesconstitutad the equipment;. Readings writing., and soeiling itsceivel special 
OL cent ionfhe teac-uers V/i''ote all tha copies , and spade aiid mended the goo; ;e=--quill pens. 
Grewmar was taught verj' little in the Gariy days, Geography by questions jnd answers 
and arithmetic taught as far as the rule of three;

Ine Bib .'.Gy Webster's Spslling'-beck and "Third Part" wer-i the jnain text hoiks at first, 
Larer other studies wares taken up a.s tha text books becar^ better known. Quite a unique 
collection of olc reiidax’s,. spellers,, and -various books now out of prints ire being, trea** 
surad by the .ladies in chiirpe of the rcstoi'atio'. plan.-



Fervid inarinntion and Yankee pride have combined to halo the "Little led Genoolhouse 
with a Flor-v F-inf’led with sentimental pathos. There have been vn some o then 'eacoe 
of po,%r ™d j.spsrat3on, who would have tauPht dust r.o W311 fed^hey pa.d aocord.nr 
EO their desurEo, and If the schoolhouse had been less rearerr- uurnASjed- lhe vapoo of 
men teachers was $lM oOO per month ^^Rd of wcn&n >^o

IH\feGTIGATIO’'! ATC-S

Investigation!
ports changes for the better raj 
and in 1855 a vote was passed t- 
1865 the State Board of Education 
enough to make schools freeo

made by Roveznor Edwardi? started in 1838 and 
ipidly followed0 A bill

3 passed to enable a to/Jn to have 
was organized and in

a result of the re- 
for better supeivislon was passed 
a higher grade cf schoolInp.o Tn 
1868 the to^rjn tc/z was incz-^sasad

In 18141 four months schooling wss x^equired, two months were added to this in 1855, and 
in 1870 it was voted that ’’nubile schoolshe maintained for at least 3C weeks xn a 
in every school district in which the number of pupils between rour ant 15 years was 2 
or moi'eo"

All these matters directly concerned the ’’little red schoolliouse'^' of ox.r s..ory«^ .any 
of ths privations and hard struggles mads for an education are vividly recallec .^y^ths 
pupils vjho attended the old school, who are no^} living, and especial.'.y by the oidssc 
living teacher who presided over the studies of the children in the "little red scnco.nou! 
70 years ago.

RECORD OF TEACHERS

The oldest living teacher is the Hon. Beniamin PagSo He ?vas born in Kcrth Branford in 
18's0 and first taught school in the old Tyle’s Fills schcoihouseo trot there he lient
to ths "fourth district" or "Icx/er end" school in HQp.tbforG, He was but 17 years old anc
he says he ?-’amembers quite- well receiving the sum of $lk for a month’s teacl'jitfEHe
is now living in ilsriden, senior member of the firm of Page Pardee, c'nd has so ved
that city as its mayoPo Hs recalls the names O;* several of nis pu.piis cl that day i^nd 
time and is deeply intez\3Stc-d in the plans for prese'cving the ord scncol.

i/liile Mr. Page is the oldest living teacher, such records and inforratJon as xt lias been 
possible to secure place'Fiss Phoebe derwin, of Durham, as the rirst teacher known to 
have taught in red schoolhouse of the fourth d2.strict» It has been esusblisheo tha. 
she taught there in 1850, This leavas a period between ths erection ci the school and 
50 veers hence, which it is impossible to fill,, However, a list of b3 men and women 
who spent seme of thair days teaching there has been obtainea»

FUCH RESEARCH

The names as presented are given cons ecu tiveli’- only in a general wavj Tiier have been 
obtained from old pupils, and most of theti cannot tell the order of the teadtrs or thein 
orobably dates, Mrs, Eleanor Rogers, secretary of ths Northford and Ikrth Bran ford Leagu 
of Women Voters? has been working for a cons5.derabl£ time tpon this list and the res nit 
prov^es that Fiuch time and effort has been f-ivent If anyone who reads this article should 
have additional information about the red schoolhouse, its tsachsrs or pupils, she will
be very glad to communicate with thorn.

Miss Phoebe Ferwin taught for' tvro year's and was succeeded by Hiss Jennette Foote, who 
was born in North ford in 183’!, the GriUf.hter of Nerhan Uilliams Foote, Ker brothe-’', 
Walter S, Foote of New Haven, still 3.i\'ing, vr«s cue of per pupils at tla age of thive 
years, but he remembers nothing about it except "sitting on a little bench,"

About 185k the school was taufhL’ by Henrietta Johnucn District 5,said to have been ar 
excellent teacher# She was the daughter of Beni emin Joh.uson. Tn latei- years she ksnt . 
a "select school" and taught French .at Clavei'ack Institute on the Huc'sen#



*'EVFPE TEACHER

Mary Jane Ellictt of Dur-ham tauphi: about 1857, and than cair.e liaaccn Cha-ries Foote 
Northford District U. It is nrobable that be taupbt set-sral ^inters thsz=e. Ile^was in 
cbarpe of the school ax the tiK-s of the breaking cut c? the Cv^il Kis pupils all 
Epeak of hiin as an excellcJtt teacher's but :>e'/e'rc:o

Melville Kose of Mozth Zdranford taupht in the 8O’s and so did Beniarin Pa^e of ‘'enidens 
Qlres-dy foentioncd in these colurrnsa

Beacon Charlas Pape of honth Branfoz'd: a brother of Benjatin also taupht in the school 
about this sar.’.e tiirs, I’s was town clerk of Ho-/«th Brsnfcr-d tot' h5 years and a irerber of
the school board for 30 years =, Ke studied for ths n»lnlstry and prea.Gli?d in Horfchford.

Henry Go Nev/ron of Durharii. who .later becsrs s fr.’fious lawyer in Hew Haven- and a close 
friend of Beni spin Pape of Meriden 3 also presided ever the little school room.

Then followed in succejjsion, Csleatia Foote of Horthford- district Hj dauphxer of Frede­
rick Footec -All who knew her spec’: of her as a raost beautiful wctian.-. ’’ext Mary Hall of
Wallingford; C’narlotre Bames of Horthford, district 5, daughter of Ssneca Bames;
Elle-n Fo Tucker of Mortln'ord- district 1 daughter of Heni^/ TueJeery an avnt of Frs =
Clara i-b Heitihaw of Horthfoi'd, Next a Hi’o — - Bristol- who taught the Creek alphabet to
John G, Phelan3 now living in Hallinpfordo

DAVEhPORT DFSCEHDAHT

Then came Eliaa Ba^^bolcr.sw of Horthford, district b, daughter of Samujl Bartholomew, 
She was the grandmother of Representative Delevan Ik Ives of V’allincf^-rdand -ir’ne 
mother of L. P, 3-iubba?’'d of that towns She was a descendant of John Davenport 
who settled New ibr/en, She married Delano Iv^es of Vailingfcrd,

Next in line was Miss: Ellen Foots of Horthford, sister of Celsstia, 
Los Aaigeles- Calo She vras ?'.arried to E, Reedc

S'ie is now living ii

Next we find f'iss Celia Linsley of North Haven- daxighter of Alfred Liii52.ey3 Now she 
is Pa'Sg Be L<i Vj.les and living in Aubu-rnda?Le.; Nasso After her came Mary Frisbia of 
P'a 1 ling forddauglicer of San Frisbie o"^ Frlsbis's Fills, Then Delia- lertha &z' 
Matilda Todd of North ford, {district 7- daughter of Thelus Todd; Jane isrt of Durham, 
a bei'iutiful who became Mrs^, Williai^. Ec Hall O'^ East ’Acllirirford; and Mari' Psp®
iiorth B??anford.;; sister o.^ Herbert Page of Totoket;

Next was Elir^nbeth Tyler of North ford, distr.ict , sister of ?iisa Emma T^riar now living 
at 1010 Quij^n'-.pxao Avenua, Jjew Heven,, The forr^r became Mrs, Edward Pardee of Nontov:ese-

Another member of the Page fiuniliz, I’artha, also taught at this .schoclc She was «a sister 
of L’eniapnn and Charles and became Mrs4 Tr. h, Srdth of North-Forth

CAPTAIN TSACSiES

Captain Jarps }!alsay Lins-Iey of Noi'-thford, district 5. taught scliool hei'e aliout 1869, He 
was a graduate of New Britain r.’orr.rjl School in 1857 and taught also in North Bx'anford, 
Yalesvxlla and Msvj JerseVa He served four years in the Civil ’’ar- He was the father 
of Mrs. Eleanor Regersj referred to elsewhere in these columns.

Bwight Me Foote 5, tather of f'iss Grace Fco'i,'e of t’sw K-r/an, tevught here tcoo Ke was a 
son of Deacon Chav-’les Footer He taught in the 70’s it is thoughts Shsldon B., Thexgae, 
who recently passed away in North Haven, a noted historian, was another of the teachers.

And, in autmning it up,, we find; next in l.iua a Mxs^ Hooson of Reed's Isp; F-’ary Hart 
c? Duz'hara, daughte?' of Captain Kart; Florence Bussell, of North Bmnxcrd who tz^wgsit in
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167U’5, an e?'cellsnt teachafj She is new Mrs, Florsncs R,- /.ndrews of East Haven 
and an aunt of the Mioses May and Effie of Worth Branford5 of the
ieaAue^

In quick 3tiCCQr?sior‘ cop© Ezlaabs-sth Stent z^are Plain, Ilorth Breinfordj who tauyht 
aevaral t'xr'a; Corrie Foote.-, Merthfordj 3 OJ/>ter Celestia end Ellen; H, H« Sea~ 
ver- of Venriont; a Mr, GAllgrhar,, fzon; Vemcnti Frences and Ruth Rossiter, sisters of 
North Guilford; William Brooks of North ford. District 6, in 1876, a fins teacher. He 
aftert’/ard kept ’’select school" in Northfo2-d fcr Ttizr.y years.

Ellen Ives of East Wallingford ezid Iiiza.ie Kofrars of Branford preceded Horatls Waraer. 
a lawj'er izhb turned to teaching;, end came in and straightened out the school after* 
there had been eight or nine teachers in one winter.

THE BIG BLIZZARD

Alfred Stannard, vrho was said to have had an unusual method of discipline, was follox/ed 
by Ella Lane of North Guilford, abov.t ’86"’83, who taught three years. She is now 
.MrSe Myron Munger of North Madison, She spent ths night of ths great blizzas-'’d of 188- 
in the schoolhouse with the children. She says one of the pupils crawled on his hands 
and knees to the nearest house and obtained a lantern. This was the cnly light they 
had all that howling, storm ridden night, Follcvring i’rs, Mirnger, thaje were three tea­
chers in one year. Then came Hattie Potter; Adeline Hall of East Wallingford; Alvena 
Hoadley, m?irried and residing in Oregon; Henrietta Denton of North Gi-ilford, 1890"91c

Emma Munson of Hoi'thford, (novj living in Middlefield) a sister of Mrs, C^Mr Famham 
of Ncrthfoi''d; /mna Hicks of North Guilford; Miss Msredith; Hiss Blatchlsy; Miss 
Ma lb urns, followed Miss Emma Kolar of North ford, dist>'ict 7, taught tw(; cr three years, 
1900-035 now Mi'-s, Har-vey Karrisen, East Orange, New Jei-sey, E*t*elyn Russell of North 
Branford and Maxy HintCir of the same pl<-ce, also served as teachers-, The last teacher 
in the old red schooiiiouse was Grace A Foots, of Noi'’thfcrd5 district s- , a grand­
daughter of Deacon Ciiiarles Foote, She graduated from the '.Jallingford High School and 
taught from 1902-0U„ In February that year she moved from the old schccl building 
to the new white building, beside it. She was gradu.atedaf Mount Holyo?-e in 1309 and 
new resides in Nev; Haven,

OLD PUPILS

Of some 500 pupils who probably attended this red schccl house, only < small fraction 
can be traced. At leasr 15 still reside in Northord, These include Mrs Mai'garet 
Augue, Mrs, Isab,elle Bunnell, Miss Alice Tyler, Ellsvjortp, Bmnell, Georgs Bunnell, 
Robert Bunnell, Charles Ferguson, Mrs, Gertruds Salg, George Augur, Evhel Augur, 
Helen Augur, Joseph Augvir, f’i-s, Bessie Bunnel.l Wright, Nettie'31-;keslee Hilliams, 
Mrs, Carrie Potwine,

Walter S, Ebote, residing in Nev; Haven, Kirtland Dla]<eslae in Ohio, ar.d John G, Phelan 
of I-Jallingford, hold the candle for ths oldest attendants, Mr, Phelar remembers De­
catur Boardman, cite of his olnest s''jhoolp.a.tes, who -enlisted in the "tV I'^ee months men" 
at the outbreak 01 the Civil Jar, and came to visit the school in his nev; gray uniforss 
and brilliant brass buttons.

The ne^'t pupil of ths old school to leave for the war was Philo Foote He sat next to 
Mr, Phelan and was missed one day from classo He died in , Washington a fex-J months later 
and now lies in the old Nor-rbford Cemetery, Soon efte?' Foote left, Jesse Butler want 
also and was killed by a rebel sharpshooter before the de ences at Washington. Next 
x/ent Isaac Foote zind Fred Foote, brothoi-xs who survived rbo e boy c^Ued
"Buffalo."
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WOMAN LAWYER

Bert Btirtholoinew* residing In Meriden, wa9 another pupil In the old schoolhouse, gM Ktiy 
Foote, a cousin of Grace, the first rtomaa to be admitted to the bar In H«» HMia Cmaiiy, 
was still another student there.

Andrew Goodyear, Hennz Davis, Htmfer of North Madison, are three rore, while Beni ar in 
Pape of Meriden, ■ oiuswbers several of the pupils who went to school when ha taupht. He 
speaks of Ellen Foote, who afterward becawe a teacherXrhere; of Henderson Bunnell and of 
Lucy Msrw.ino Andod to those already irentioried in this story we offer the followinp:

still living: Joseph, Etha.l, Hs.len ciiildren of George Augur, senior,
and Hillard and ioh-.u his brdhers. John Phi’p&a Augury Petljen, Angeline, Phebe, Pabecca, 
Joel and v’obn BiT.dley Aii.c-ur,^ children of i?cel Augur, senior.

J’s ven: Frank, May, Jillian R,, Henrt^, children of 
bixlifi Buni’isll, Ellsworth and George Bunnell, still living and Oliver, Jennie and Ella,

Ella Dowd, Juaiette, .. Charles, Georgs and liancy Gshey, still liv-ijjv, Cha?'les
zerguson, still livii?g,, and Foote Blshelee, livin." Clintonville^

konanua f'oete,, Cht'srles Foote a/ad their 
Mazy, Joh"' -1,- Foote, Se7'^£rio and 'S.cvjirr 
Herbert, Foott and SaiVTho

child.V'Gn, E.li?M-'b£tb., Charles, Dwight, Willisn and 
:coteand the .four children of Sereno, Laura,

Alon::^o BlahelaG r^n<] bis childrexj, Carrie Potwire, 
Gillian'S, Morthford, vTeff, Edward and Gillie, 

liviu" in Month ford, Hattie, Jiettie

ajicre^v r'ceeyear, a, Jh>ardr>ar: Cnith, still living and V-rederick FootSc Th.-s latte 
two ctiiidz’-er Jeannette az-d ’■-•alter $, Foota.j living in Hew Haven

'•'('ami;'!!' V:'ili.ra’l'/is 
Csj^rie, ilathow Tv 
and Effie Tyler-

core ’“I'iif; !i 
lev' Aiiid his 
who ■ia..f/ht

-J.S C;i..2cx''en5 teleszj.a. Ellen Foot Fn~d 
childrent Frank, living ii> Eew^Hav^n 
'ths Quinnipiac Avenue Scncol for over

living ir California and
f. ^j-izaoeth, E;/jiu3 of Hew He 

‘10 ,ve£2V-.
The childre?} of 
Anierli;:, Ths <?b 
BCGsic Ennnsil G

dney Boardpan. Gruver, Estelle Bonrdr^a 
dren af Ellsworth Bunnell, Florence Br 
ybt of Norrhfeed and Leon, still Xiv ir.

Foots, now of Stray Creek 
'■sl^ Crocks of ksli in<*i'^oi'‘G',

erid

Mrs. Hettie Palnisr Hubbard of Mev; Haven 
tn Hew Ha'/epi The children of HiH;* . children of Dvight Foote, Albert and 

i oot.e, Mary and BaajeniAi, now livinr. ■
Grace now livi^

'•iTS, Isebetlo. hit •ceil of Morthferd 
Haven, Hirais Brrtbolomavr «arkev, 
Bs^tbolo?^ew end Elios Bsiclilofljsn-/.

3 Robert ci" the sariis niar~, Q. 
of Branfor.il Bsrt Barthoiorsw

La Hoy Burns;.!
of ’-k’; rd. den J ohn

North
D-s'i’^npOi-.t

Jch.n 3 L’snine and i'llan Hs'ri.-jn \
Hannah Cw’.oi7.gs. cbe latter' still llviuf A'o.virr of, North f ord: Jchn. Jirrie, Craig Clsiv and

Jchn Q, 
Ds-ratur

ohe.ian o;-' :'.'all.in.5^rd .•;^rid t’.-;c sistsrs and vba c 
B.-iardi;(an3 Jesse-Butleri Isaac and Fred Foote. e-srs a 'read'Z rnanticneJ

Rose C'ertal Foot 
Betsey , Ma.‘> arhi , 
Foote, 01i\-o and 
still li'ving, h

c^new Gt ?''cr Britain and 
AFii.'ie.j Ells.'-j and '^eter T 
Lois Foote.. Dennis, John 
si Andeitscr and cch>? r'a’---

Kirtl.und B 
yler. the las--. •: 
, Patrick., Andre

lee ra-fsrrnd to ba Tot's, 
hres nared still living 
w and. Daniei -k.-ysr, the

Horace, 
•Lvnds 

firs'fc 'tiro

Branfor.il


BBERIJ KICYORY

Miller,

should TH.i'-'-cbr'.r/e

ccjld
,, v:i2T,

P RO P E RT1 T R A M E RE R RE D

iakxn.
K.rzel E2e of Mcrtbfcrd

A

nsc;
’■'rs

fern

e^?r.

SITE OFFERED

’■•rsc Jjezia Per;''esori M' 
Wrights of Worth ford J

!)ool at a T/Ticf? not 
necessar^/ to incorporate 
iorporaticn which rock plac'^ 

1026.

and thre3 
sisy cf JJortl.ford served 
rd of horth Branford frcK
Ct the leap.'.js interested in 

Ophelia Beach,
rsc 0. R. Griswolds frs, Charles Botes, Ers, r^rtr-n 
.and Riss Effie Hoiabird, cf fJorth R-^ejn-ordo

ds of several, of the towns 
In 192h at the suggestion

building.
This

R.:

Rage 281 of Worth liranj'ord Land Recc'rdsc

is.,** Tts joumey 
must be secured and a

eague vored ‘‘’iss Ho.labird t 
long delay 

be obtained.

c'S r.igned by the 
Wor* :h Bran foi^d;

The idea of preserving, the schoolhouse had long been ir 
vict-QT.,, par-ticjlarly Piss Clara E. Smith, Mrs, h, 
o.f ’-'’r-Sc >.1. J,. L?insley the leeipue rook up the proiect,

Since that tine a 
in charge of th 
Baers ; sscond 
Fabian

bean made and at present tha off.iciels 
Ruth

The daod u 
Harrison, 
The league 
ores.i.den t

he league members tc rove the

‘iiss Ciai^a Smicb
i firso Ruth Bae

rhe league wan orgsni7/.ed. Dccemb-ar 5, 1S21, 
organir.ed as Eortbford and Forth Bj'anford L 
as first prssr de'nt, f;-om December 1921 to 
1>2R to .'926, and Mr-Sr. Johnson for the oast

So the new owners of ths !)5.>.xlding luave voted to move the build.inr ’1 
will cover two nizes. Expert mox-ers will l.)e employed, three permit; 
telephone rep .‘-esentative must accompany the iob.

change of officei'-s of t’-s 
reiact are nres.i.der;i:,

hrsr Helen Ki Hoover- sacra 
i'nr-er., ?'rs. A„ J. Hill, ilorth B

selectmen of the town of Worth Branford, narely, Albert S, 
slorthiord j Patrick Helligan, .'forth Bran ford, 

.'"[.ns.act.ion wesie ’lay S', .’ol^irdr, Worth Hr-'ar'gr-.-.'X 
, vi 
ti'ea

iol is two miles down a country road 
tr Wil»-'b ■f'be’-'e app<'-ars to he no eon 
spe'-tab;,.^ -gci.n glass
put or tne deez, pu.. roon both are

'’’he .i 
to •exceed $25:

• before deed

. s wo have stated., the present location of the old 
larding from rhe renter of Horthford . Giz'-nmetan^.

■ Pride it bfit-'cssiblc to kec • the Linldlrg iookl 
■* 5 (.he- have been replaced and .locks and .li
destroyed.

ha Connecticut Leanne of Woman Voters 
'rave;;t.s to the North ford Co^u'''•‘•.g a hi on al 
wemre iiow ic f:r, V F-

'iud idien the v<.ney nct^exsa/y to raKtezv^ < ."o

It .udwa.rus c^fe.'^d rhe ?'-£^solution regtording the si'*' 
21 another was offered bv H Jit^t cne State League of Women Voters ai't! brc'ncht'in' 

Vo-ted To offer the North ford end North Branford L; 
i\ec oohool'nouse kO feet front b^' 60 f 
pro V.I di ng they restore said side., Th:

to ?, 
the 'title

Wher the village ra.sidsnts learned of the desire 
th-j Cnu/ci; Go; iiRittee or the Con grsgati on al C’.urc;

noriJrwcst corner the ■oarsonage lot, Yh^> Chv'Th Gz-f c
cf the foilcw.ng; A LeRcv Hpy>r.,‘on- ,,e-{v-, „ Ur«..,iec cf seven is composed
treasurer; Paulfne Fe^'-«uocv/^c" B, Regers, clerk; Clara W, Farnhar.

iL.. , i,.un, L, o,. newards., Lena Ferguson and JaraJ Linsley,

and much advic'-, i-c wes fr 
’'’iss Holabird secured th^ 

and the deed from the town on October ’■:

Hili, Woi-th Eranfc 
Johneon Northford

found in Vol, 16>

a »-cnation July 17, but this was later 
‘US, Clara Farnham;.’ It ’will be see.n 
to this vote, 'which is as follows-

X . - w « -2^ -’omen Voters a site for tbc
oecLh in the northwest comer of our parsonage lot 

$500 schoolhouse on it, within 
keep up tbs p’-onerv/ the title is 

If thei' cease to keep up the pronertv of 
Church," The task before the” little band 
removal of .be bui’d-;.. -bo iww air. 
Oi'iginai urpae)-:cc, hiCicc r,nc out.



N.B. two libraries expenditure of .1jl80 plus legal
Pop, entire town 1,000 )

Nov, 1943 Mrs, Edgar ’Johnson Mrs, Josephine Hart 
Circulation nearly doubled—Red outgrown 15,000 "
books annually.

Dr, Clara Smith—tlaltby Lane—head Math Wellesley 
died In 1944 major portion for construction and maintenan< 
of library in Northford as memorial to Rev, Edward 
Smith, -912,000 securities & homedeath of Dr, Copeland 
Jan, 1949 site, 1951 died bequest $3000 property sold 
in 1952 for $14,400,Also $500 from estate of Sophia Linslt 
for building fund.

Plans drawn & request made for $15,000for new library. 
Denied, Original plans modifies town agreed to $6,200 
basement eliminated. Little Red School house had 
served for 23 years.

Conn, libraries after Rev,

First libraries—church

Small collection in Beer’s store

1928 League of Women Voters moved L,R,Schoolhouse 
1933—tea. Tin, Lyon Phelps—80 money & 600 books 
Books in home of Mrs, Davis & library committee of 
tos. Beers, Mrs, Davis, Mrs, Charles Johnson, Mrs, 
Raymond Johnson, Mrs, Eleanor Rogers prepared for 
opening as Northford Free Public Library,

3 hrs, per week on Tues, P,M, Mrs. Eleanor Rogers 
space heater & no lights 2-5 changed to 1 to 4 
97 borrowers during first seven weeks,

1935 Mrs, Siebold
1936 1,200 volumes League cost to town only $300

1936 Annual town meeting a nine member Board of Lubrary 
chairman; AL Leroy Harrison, V- 

chairman; Ruth Beers, sec’y, and Rev, Francis J. Smith 
treasurer; Lucy Seibold, Edgar Johnson, Hazel Hill, Elean 
or Rogers & Selectman Hill. Mrs, Seibold Lib, $75 year,

1938 Siebold resigned I retired from Board to become 
librarxan. League electricity 1942 evening hours,

1940 Book wagon 2 miles then 5 miles exchange station 
circulation over 7,000

9 enn • book collection from 600 to
2,600 in ten years. Operating costs $600 in 1943,

Atwater Memorial

1911 memorial 1809—1825. 
jtevid-died & his son. Chares B. delay over 20 years

town meeting 1936 three man committee First 
eleotman Alden J. Hill, town clerk, R. Earle Beers, Rev

G, D. Lessley was appointed yo confer with Mr. . Jl.

Title to land olerar and absolute Superior Court 1937 
dkued be^es? kr 

dowent for maintenance & operation of $26,130.
library^ trustee & 1,586 books from personal




