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•' sneeial ‘tovjn luoctlnfs -v/as held 'en-d leaver read.,fx’os i;r« ■. ;
L •?. also a.report fron th© title searchers received and diseusseu, and ;

•■ an appi’opria'fcion reade for the, surveying th© pi’oposea lihrt/ry site* 
; x;e even went so far also.at this-neetin^ to appoint an actins

Librarian, hay Countrynan^ now deceased, the neetics then adjourn-
to Septeiiiber 3rd« - Gn Scptesibcr Srd another special toa^n nsetins 

was held and a letter from Ur» Townsend, the then architect, also^ 
letter from yr* ■ Atwater and the. meet ins A7a3 adjourned to iJepS; esoer

On September 17th another-adjourned special, town aeetiK:3 was 
held wherein two further letters .from Hr. Atwater x^ere read whsrein 
he expressed an entire chans© of'‘slnd and plan and the jseetins was 
t^^^ adjourned to the. annual towi laeetinis October 5th. At the annual 
tovai ioGotins on October 5tli it V7a3 voted to—ijne. the Town Green pro— 

- perty as a. site for the proposed'LlhrarzC-Ud^^^XAtwater at first was 
satisfied vzith th© title, of th© To\7n tc/ pTu^ed site, in fact

. the IT©’.? Haven A.ttorney for v?kr.chitect Towqi3end,V'tt^o .Arthur Chambers, 
had advised iir. 'Townsend, who in turn advisM tlr. Atwater that 
the -Town in his opinion had a: fep^sisunle eevo.'teJ Jihereafter Hr.

that he wa.^n©t-->55atisfied~-W^h t he title and 
it\ebnld^Ve-^leared up would be

• by. an Act of the Htate Legisiavurs. aKc^I these meetings the
- .q^uestioa of the library discAsSed. la ireccaber last Hr.
? Atwater advised that he. w^abmXpt^nGJch^ entire library project
. . for the time beiii£t at' lesst\^^tbi<|Hte^er was discussed at a special . 
, ■ toAvn meGting held''pecsaber l'056V'~slthoush it .was not in the call 

/ ‘ Of the meeting, : and nany c^thsKpbrsons present at said iseeting Tjcre.
disap ointed to learn of ^^Atx^'^r* 3 decision.

' ■ Our Gtato Legisl^ature the .
the •wilvex.^istth^Town had absolute title to the land, 

if the title was defective that the
.'. .proper procedure wh’Jldnb^-the bringing of an action, in the Suizerior 

a declaratory judgment end quieting
■of titles ,otCi Inismuch/'as Hr. At^Tster had advised that the Legis­
lature was th© prop^ form .before which to proceed, wishing to co-

.■■ operate with.him iiVevery respccc,. the writer .went .before the Legis­
lature and presented a bill, 'spending one day at Hartford some dO H 
miles from Hew Haven, and at a latei* data in Aj)ril spent another day 
before the Legislative Coaoittee at a hearing on the* bill which was 
also attended by a representative body of people from north Lranford 
and th© chairaau of th© co ;-xiittee informed me after the hearing had ■ 
been closed that they would favorably report the bill if the Attorney

. General of the Atat©'ruled that they had authority to do so.
The-next day I received a letter from the Chair.;iaa of the Commission 
stating that the Attorney General had ruled that they hud no author- 
■ity to do so and' suggested the withdrawal of the bill, he, therefore, 
after finding that the Legislature was not the prouer place, as coon 
as possible prepared .a co.'.iplaint • dated April 21st and returnable to 
the Superior uourt on the first TuosGay of Hay. Eefore bringing 
this action a great deal of preliminary v;ork \7as required in search­
ing probate records and land records from 1765, publication of notice 
in the newspaper, examination of th© authorities, and after the case
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-oporaticn. tind on th©'
e of iTortl fford, and it is sutoittod solely 

undorctoaid th© situation from, uy angle> end not 
rlticisr.i\ o\? I^r, At^vater’s position in th© matter.

' So far es tlie allocation of t’S>000.00 for the erection of the 
library and its ©q.uipEent with furniture and fixtures, and the

. renainder of 025,000.00 being set aside as a permanent endowment 
fund, is concerned; It was the opinion of some persons present 
at the neeting that aith the increasing building cost that a suit­
able library x.ith fuinituro and fixtures could not bs had for such

f a small sun as X?Q»000«00* However the final plans and specificatioa 
to the contrtiry. It was, hov/ever, the opinion of 

; the majority of thoso present that a nininun of $20,000. ouglxt to
. be sot aside as the pcmanent endo^Tiuent fund, if possible.

It v^as the uiianiuious opinion of the persons pre sent that the 
■architect’s plans and specifications should be submitted to and 

Library Piractors, also by th© Boerd of saiectmen 
who by virtue of their offi c© have general supervi sory powers over

■ town property and of .course over i^’ublic buildings such as this
■ library structur© would be, vdille appreciate that In a way 

; nr. AtT/ater is furnishing the fuiids forthe erection of the library 
; yet I do not consider it as a gift from him individually as this 

fund was originally created by his uncle in a be-.pusst to his father 
as hereinbefore referred to.

h^fUnd was distributed to 
■■dt Vhavins erected said ■ 

‘1 .aforesaid.
Lon of ir. Atwater .■ ■ 

to th© ' rospondsGO© -..
have, teen administered by . '

•)ecid^ apuroxinately $GOO.CO in
:iect. for title searching^ 

ej^dJbxpense of special town .

Heetings. duly warned a\cb<L’di ng ^o yiaw. -.
' ■ ', • ■
So nuch for th 
part of th© 
so that you 
intended as a

returned to Court an argument on. the sam© which finally teri^i— ; 
noted .on Jlui© l.st in a favorabl© decision by. said Court.

. As you ‘ihdoultcdly know, the fund wMch i.r. Atwe.ter now has in his_ 
'possession was cx’uated under th© will of his undo who died in 
and of whose estate his father was executor. I understand ths fund .

' was beoueathed to ISr. Atwater’s father for ^e purpose of erecting 
a memorial to ?.;r. Atwater’s grandfather ln -pfe event that his uncle 
had not done so before his death. Eis uncl© did not erect thOfi^ezi-

A orial during his lifetime. Er. Atwater’s u^otte’s ©stat© was 
settled within a reasonable . tiii© and 
his father who died a few years late 
memorial in accordanc© with th© teozms 
I understand the fund then csxie 

\ from his father’s estate, and 
received from Mr. Atvfater it

■ y him for the past twenty years

The Town to date hereof/^a 
endeavoring to further/tXc 
surveys, actions to ■ settle t^-tle)

e

of

>1
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V;ith reference to the cueetion of .the Library. Soard end a Library • ■■ . 
'CoriQittee. beinf, In existence, this 'matter has/been' fully eKnlaincd, 

'.•,'T understm 1,. to ;."r. Atwater’in-a letter written by.i\?rs» Doody of. .- ■•■
.the Library'Board.,.-, Uhen the cuestioii: first cane up at a n-^eeial •- 
town.neetinSj i.t was dea^ed advisable'to have a'cokaittce ’a?:^psintei.'.

; who 7’ould have authority; .to confer’With. Er, Atwater relative to the 
.f:. proTiossd Library, . This was done about a year ago,. .At the annual ■ 
l. tov/n meotlxns and election however, lield la Oc^bor last . 9 Library

■ / Directors were duly elected pursuant to the fciovisions of dec*
1074 of ; the Gen; ral Litatutes of Conn, hev, cl 11030. It is the .

. consensus of opinion that t.hese duly electedl library Lire ctors 
.have r eplaced pay cor;3inittee thn.t hsve-4igiay2ierely appointed .
at -a ST^Gcial town jne-siin^, in fact ■.th©'“«Si&£ui.tt©©. has ceased to 
function for all practical .purpose;»-sinc© tho^hgetion of tho Lib-

■ vary Directors. -The nuiass of t'np^'ma^^.s of tbx^Mbrary Directors
A Board are es -follors: Rev. K,yy4aiithV Lucy 5e^oid and Edgar 

/•//.•J.o’luisoh,' for-3 years; /Huth J, 3. iiill and A./ Leijsy - .
Korrison, for t-wo years; and A^elvAj/llill, Carrie D, Doody and

. TZlesnor Kogers, for 1 year>—laikLo^ard of /Library Directors has
/: duly orgaaixed and Carr^'^A*>J^dy\i\ the Chairnion.
/ '^itb reference to k€epih»^ the ^aloidiiig^Xnsured during its erection?

1 believe that it is a thatAths ow.uer of/land lesally ovzno any 
structure therGon,,^aiid. therefore ^iisuranee coapanies ordinarily nake 
the policy p;-;yc-^c>-to^the a;;^e-r<^l/c;;sYer it nay. be possible to have 

, a rider attnciye^ to the poirey-iaaking it pa^^able to ilp<. Atwater as 
his interest MEly topear the sanis fiianner as a cjortgagee. If not, 
the Loard of :;Se\eistmen, hal sgexits for the Town, will bo willing to . 
enter into ah Hr.'Atwater to protect hisj in so far

' as any insurance rAsitiey^^lised nay be. available fo hin for replac­
ing the structure. THseiie^^ that this is a detail which we need

■■• spend little .tlEi9,/on./..■; .

V7ith reference to deeding over the site pending erectioft of the 
building: such a treuasfer of title, would not be fcasibio and the 
desire of the people for the library it; would seesi should be suffi­
cient,: security .against any. interference/by the Town with Lho copi- 
pletion of the .building .after it has been started. The town itself 
13 entirely solvent .and in nuch better.financial condition than 
many other towns in the »tate. ; > //^^

■ IT. .-Acpuiaitlon of books for Library. It is correot 
that the State of Donaectieutvill.contribute annually for the 
Caro, custody and, di str i but •.on cf booUs and for the. future nainten- 
ancQ and increasa of euch libx'ary, a sum not to exceed the auount 
c:q)endGd by the lovm for such purposes, said iitate aaui'opMutlos 
not to exceed 9SOO.OO. This appropriation would have to be divided 
.batwocn the proposed library and the one- st Xiorthford, so that a103« 
Is the naxiauGi aid the Tjwn nay receive from the Dtate toward the 

proposod library’s maintc.uace under oxi sting laxj, Gcc. 1077 of 
the General States of Conn. j;ev. of 1900 is io this effect.
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■ With reference to- t2ie. provisio 
of the propossQ. 11.Vrar^;

. a^^reorjent I v/i 11 take , Ijsr'Tirat
/ I feelJ however, that

■ meeting? to obtain IoJoA^I 
document, espe

w; self to-cohtri 
differ-nee bettr

/ recei vcid froiiii t^ie cndoiv^eut
1 AS. to the dlc^o^ition 

‘unace of the .iXj^ry, r
'. /*Suitable'' i^emoris^Ll

reference to the historical .coiJloQtiona, h;\iuy pieces
- ' have *06011 loaned or given to Yale University by so.'ae of th© older

residents of the To;?n, and uhile,there is no historiecd. socioty
. - in iTortli Uranford> there are undoubtedly sone persons vzho have

' . collections worthwhile housing in the 3,ibrary, However tliis 
vjno Aei''cly a. suggestiOil and. if it is tho opinion of llr* Atwater

■ 'that thiS: feature f^riould be elinlhated, probably the people will..
• ;"■■ abido .'by'his''decision#■ .■'\

r definitely coc’init the Town to the teruis of
a proposed trust agreenont* but es hei’eiiibefcre stated^ if you ;

■ w is desired by hr.‘ Atwater^ I will be glad \
to go over it, and if I feel that it is prorer, hsving regard to 
our statute law, X will see that it! is forthwith submitted to a .

' special town meeting for' action by 'the l©gc.i voters of the tovzn#

- \XV<'‘ Supervision andof Llbiary# '

Uith reference'to the supervision epJ. punegeneat of the library, 
iundsr the existing general law of conhecticut under which we must

GQ annu

■ The law governing public libraries generally is found in the 
-A General yttitutes .of Conn# see, 1072 to 10S6 inclusive# v' ' ■

• v'G feel th*--1 once the libx-ary becom>es .a reality thao nany piw-
no spirited eitinens-will contribute books to iron t'OR^y for ,- 

. . .; th© uuroose. of the saae. Cf cours© at. this, tin© it would be cult©
' ■r»r''^,'iotur© to start solicitating along tlieso lines, but if past

a ' '•.performaueo is a guide to future .action.,, the Tow has ohona an- 
interest in the acauisitioa of books for it^ sraall library sv 
rorfcbfo’’d and will "undoubtedly- do so in thcAvent on© is erected 
In the other end of th© Town. -At this poirit nay I iKfuiir© whether 

' it is ‘ir# .itwater’3 intention that the original coot for bookS ;
<7.^ the library shall be net by the Tobh over and abovo the

.-oublic cohtrlbuticns 'above referred
7; 7 : portion of .the incoin© fnon tne endowne.nt 

be used for the .cui'chao books?

' - ' Hie ' x'ro Vi Sion, foi- cxt e j-jointenancand ' Gp©rati on*

^iaintenanc© end operation 
i'^ forward the proposed trust 
uM'/ith th© autltorities.

r.ry to ca.ll a special town 
uthvji\t\ fi^tne execution of such a

«^ true>’if the Town is to bind it« 
foy ^he, support of the library th© 

t of bperatj OR and-the income 
und which he plans to.crest©.

f\ the fund ih t he ex^eu't: of th© discontin- 
feel that a provision for another 
d bej.in '.order..-''

OCXS

^tore, -ngy ■ •■ 
if and when




