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-2- S .,uly mth, w57,

f:ﬁsnacial %own mectinr wos hela ard a letaer read. fr i ir, “ﬁﬁuter,
v glso a report from the title sesrchers rececived and discusscd, &n&
fo;ffl‘fw'&n‘aﬁproprlation nede Tor the: surveyinz of ithe praposeﬂ librery site.
N ye even went so Par also.at thisneeting to anpoint an acting
Z:“lerarlan,ﬂhay Countrymian, now ﬁeceased, the nmeetipy then adjourn-

.. ing to’ uepuember 3rd.:. ¢n ueptedber 3rd snother speciel town peeting
’ ‘lvas held and a letter from lr, Townsend, the then architect, also
g letter from Mr. atwater and the meaiing vwas adjourned to f eyacwber

T 1%7%k. - On Sentenber 17th anotiher: adjourned special town meelling was
. 5. held wherein two further letters froa 1 Lire utwater were read whersin

" he expressed an entire change of mind and plcon end the meetipg was -
" then adjourned to the. annaal tova goeting uctobcr S5th. Lt the annual

. toun meeting on ‘October 5th 1t was voted is-use the Toun Crecn TTO-
“.perty as o site for the ‘proposcd Livrarys
-~ ‘satisfied with the title. of the Town t ne n
" the Tlew Haven Attorney for. srenitect Tawhsend, ;
. had advised “r.;"ownsend, who in turn “ned a&visei i
7 the . Town-in his opbtaica had 8 Teg—siyple esiatey
" atwabter informed-us that he wa £ sakisfl «i<aﬁthe title an
" ’that he believed that the-only Ay '
ocpycanaect of the State lLe isla Ures - A a1l these meetipfs the -
 ﬁ.quLStL0ﬂ of the library wgs\Ireel ssed. - In Decaaber lest Ir.
~Atwater advised that he wa entire litrery project
~o. Por the time being at least 3 ”ar as: QiSChu»Ca et & °“pcial[
. toun meeting hel& Decenber 1
-of .the mesting, wnd nany of i}
;&13&0 o;nted to 1edrn ofi\

r N\dbwater: at first was

;”Our utate Levi NESY ureﬁCon et n January, and mhila it vas tre L
~opinion: of ine W $het VI Town hed absciute title to the land,
% i% was his furthe apinl hat if the title was defective that the
J.proper precedure w il d ne-brincing of en action in the Superior .
.. Court for this Couptly requesting a declaratory judgment end culeiing
of title, ebes . Ingsfiuch as fr. Atvater had advised that the Iegige
* . laturc was the projper forn ‘tefore which to proceed, wishing to co-
,zlopera*ﬂ with him inevery resuect, thwe writer Wunﬁ before tne Le“xs-
s lature and presented a blll, Sheﬁding one day at Hertford somc 20
S miles from lew Haven, eaiud et a later date in Agril spent anotic r Qay
" before tiue Lenlslative Coimittee at a hearing on the bill which was
- also attended by a representutive body of neonle fron Torth Tranford
7 and  the e¢hairmaun of the co-mittee’ inforned me afteor the hearing had
.~ been closed thab: they would favornbly repert the bill 1L the 4tis rney
o ., General of the Ltate ruled that they had authority to o s0. . ‘
L Te v The. next dey I received & leticr fros the Chairen of the Comnissicn
St o, stating Shat-the atlorney General had ruled that they bhed no author- .
Aty to do so Lnd osucgested Yhe withdrowal of the bill. Ve, thercfore,
oo after £inding that the Legislature was not the prover plsce, os soun
T e| possible precared a conplaint:dated Lpril 21at and returaable to
~ ' the Superior tourt on the firct Tucsday of Iay. pefore bripging
“ . this action a great deal cof pyrellminury werk vas PCQuiTFd in scarcli- -
“:- ing probute records and land records from 17635, publicstion of notice
'*tin the newspaner, ezauination nr tue an tiorities, aua af&cr the case




T e o

‘”:Julﬁjlath,‘lﬁﬁ?, i

‘as vq*»unuo&dthh,\ hnow, tuC fund vlicﬂ P ﬂtvut o now has in hts

ﬁi%ifn0sscssion vas crcated under the will of his uncle who died in 1511
' . egnd of whose estate his father was execubor, I understand the fund

o owas bequeatned to r., Atwaterts father Tor the purpose of erecling
7 a nenorial to i, Atwater's rrandfether in.
“ had not done so0 belore iils &aath. - His unclg

HE event that his uncle

“5jori 11 during his lifetime.  [ir. Atwoter's unpcle's es tate wes

 “*I.u,dcrstuna tne,rund u}on coe
. from his father's estate, and

.. gsettled within a reaccnable . tlué and
- his father who dxbd a. few ycqrs Aate

A,_'SLrveys, eotions 1o sebtile title) ond
T;,m etinﬂs uuly «a@nod QG valn"  0 law‘a‘f

he runa uas distributed to .
1qviné erected sald
1 aforesaid.

rcccived‘irom Mr.;Atwater it

;ilzThe iown to dab@ hereof no oxs :  .E?Pf5Ximat91¥1$53°-00'13

ject For kitle searehiag,
-znense of special toun

"v-cyﬁrhuicn and nelﬁy on the
wiford, and it 1s submitted sole3?_
uncnr"i,q a the 51taamlon from dy‘angle, and LOL~

v”i:So fer as the allocation o 8 000 00 Por tne erection of the S

'ufllbrary and its eguipment’ wzzh farniture and fixtures, aznd the

"7z,rcmainﬁcr of $25,000.00 belng set aside as a perwanent endowment

lffiunL, is oancerned-- ‘It was. the opinicn of sons persovns present v
“. @t the necting thet sith,the increasing buxqung cost that & suit--
"able library uith furniture uad f*xua*cs coculd not e had Tor such .=
-a small sun as 38, 000,00, However the final plans and SpCGlfiCdthﬁ

;_“fgmay domonstrate to the contrary.- Is wug, Louevs the opimicn of
i the nalﬂritM.of those present that a mininum of ¢ 20,060. ought o
-‘be bet as ido ‘as 'the nermuncnh euéomnent *und ir pobgible.

T It was tne nnunimoug oainlon of TG’ wer""n nreoent thdt t

. architect's plans and- sweciflcations should be submitted to &nd
“approved by the Library Dirsciors, 2lso by: the Eoerd of Saiccine

who by virtue of their office have general supervisory nauers over :
- town property and of course over puulic buildiangs such as thi
:1library structure would be, ,uhile.q‘,apprteiate that in a way ‘
tr. Atwater is furnishing tre funds forthe erection of the library

"?yet T do not consider it s a gift from him individuslly as this

- fund was originally created by his uncle in a beuwest ta his rataér_
as hereinbefore referred to. :

L2 R

?'na returned to COurt an arrument on.the same vhich finally term1~5¢;
e naued on ahn@ But in- & favorvalﬂ QOCL@iO&_b“ &8 id fﬁurb-

id not erect the meite -

'on of‘&r.,Abﬁater~ -



o "‘_-4..» uuly 128m, 2087,

o Vith rcference 10 the uuogﬁlan of . tum Library LQUT& anu a Librnry
G Cormittes being in existence, this matter has becn fully cxplaincd
C0 T understen 4, to Ire Astwater in-oa lotber written by iro,. boody “f
““the Librery 1} voar&.'v Uhen the cuestion first case up et-a fueslal

. who vould bhave uuthurit" ta confer with I'v. Atwater reclative to the
. .-proposed Liur;r 4 T&ls was done about a yeur ago. At tho snaual
. tovn mesting and eleetion hovever held in Ocp ﬂber last . 9 Librury
Direclors were duly elected pursuant to the provisions of Gee.:
.. 1074 of the Cer ral Statutes of Conn. Fev. of [1830. It :.is thre
. -consensus of opinion that these duly elected|iibrary. LlfSutdrS,
. have r eplsced sny coumitize thnt mey b ¢nl merely apnointed -
©. at-a speclal town mesziing, in x;ct the wiiiteg has esased to -'_
‘;,fungtaan for all practical purposcs—since tn\\el ction o tiae Lib-
. - rary Direetors. -Ths nazmss of tho mestdrs of- thtwﬁibrary virectors
o1 Eoard are £s folloms" Reve & “midh Lucy Sertoid and Zdgar
- Johnsoa, for’ ¥ yeaws;oruth Jo & iigzel Te HIIL nnﬁ La Le;ay
_F'Larrison, for tvn yonrs-ian AT je/11111, Carrie {I, Dcody apd
~ o iElesnor ge?s, for'l yoore— 2ard of Library blrectors nas
f?dulg or*mkxved qnd_Cnrri e LOQAYNL 3\ the C airnun. _

”?"Tlt‘ rrference ta keevi”l‘tﬁejb'i in" nsured ﬁarin 1té breéﬁion*

”fstructure tne*eon Al thare ore; n uranee camnanies oralnarily fake
-the policy payad b’ t Juouever it pay. be posgsitle to hmva
%_a;rlﬁervabtacl tv the nolrteyfiaking it parable to lire Atuater ag

7 41u interest me
.-the Loard of. Sed

the samue ranner ss a morigzasee. - If not,
ewents for the Toun, will: to rillinﬁ to
h Ur, Atwater to protoet him in so far

“vas any . insurance m
. ing the ‘structure, ~believe Lhat th;s is’ a. uetail rh‘cn nc neud
sren& lltfle time on..;.u T /H; A
:.1th “e erencv té deediag-ovcr the site penﬂznn-crecticn or the
~~building: ‘such a transfer of title would not be Pfoasiblc and the
~ dssire of the poople for the library: it woild secen sﬁaula e sufii~
oo elent: securiity cuainstd any isterference by the Town with the com- = .
’*;};pletw,n of the building after it has boen started. . The town itsele
< is eatircely solvent apd in much better. ;;uunulai coa 1n¢vn uhan‘_ o
'f;[nany ouher tobns in tbc utate.= :,,;,, ,} L s e

St II. : cnuisitiﬁn of bquks for Lzbr@rv.< It is correcf ,
i,f~that the State oi Uonnecticud will contrivuve annuelly for the
-0 oarey-custody snd distributicn cf hao us and. for the future rnointen-.
T ance and inereass of sueh library,.a sum not to-excecd tue a.ount
2 cxpeaded. by the ¥own for such pmrvoreg, saild State erpropriation -
.. not to exeeed $200.00, ' Tais eprropriction would have 19 be ui“iuc&
. batween the nronﬁsed librqry and the one at lortlhiford, so that ¢ 1“3.
... 1s the naxinum eid the Town may receive from the usbale tovard tas
Cooproposed libraryts mednte ance under existing low. Jco. 1077 of
. the General btatcs or bonn. sev. of 12 uo is wo this effect,

?ﬁ:tOVQ neetinz; it was decmed advisable to huve a conuitice anp inthﬁif;-

4lized rmay be available-fo him for- re;lac-:3tr3
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. “he 1¢w gﬁvorninr yublic l‘brarias gcncrully 1s Tound in the_
. General statutes of Gonn. 3ec. 1072 to 10€6 inoclusive. .-
© we feel thet once the llbrary becones a reality that many nube
. 1ie spirited cltlacns will coptribute books to 1t or vdney for -
.. the purpcee. of the szae,  Of course at this tine it would be fuite
~inrmﬁqture to s*art solieitating along these linseg, bubt if past
:,Vipe SPOTINANCC 10 o guide to iutare action, the Tovn hes whown &n
" Ynterest in tha scuuisition of books for its small library & :
L Yortiford nnd w111l undoubtedly: 4o so in thg¢ pvent one is erecte& E
" in the other end of the Towne A% this poifdi|may I ipnuire whother
4% is ire Atwoter's inteatioa that the orfﬁi al eccst for voclks. o -
L to stocek tue *Lbrurj‘wndLL be met by the Taﬂﬁ over and above the
' public eontridbuticns above referred 2 5?“k~&ﬁheL“3rc, mey OnY .
A:g.;ﬁortivn of the ineome Irom tne endomneat—iun 1f abd vnnu
T?~Tcrn@np a, ua used for the: gurchasey OINbooks? ‘

IL ’xrsviuldn fo‘ oxp *alptenancv aha ““@v"txmr.."

f7W1bh‘refer*nhc ta tue prQVLblu 'urfaaintenance and operatx n
i of the promosed library, cov Ngidl forward tne proposet trust
'*agrecuent I will tul m\pith the aut orltioq'

I feel, bowever, that [if e eesgnry to,ﬂall a special towm -
‘neeting to obtain lvgal X € ‘tne execution of such a-

_'ffdocuﬁent, esnec*ally u bhis pe true if the Toun is Yo bind xt~-i~k
v 'sell to contribdte i A Lo hepsunport‘ofuthe'library the
6ifrer nce - be 5 G t of "mel‘ﬁtj on &xnd the lncope
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ary, ve Leel thnt a prov1sxcn ;or anatLer
‘?:wo“ d b@ in ovder. ‘ L

Eay 1th rePe ence ta tn uﬁs“)rlc 1 cwllecnlaaa, udhy :fvu nLCCLS -
*wﬂhave vecn loaned or glven to Yale University by some of the older
. residents of the Wown, and while therec is no his storical socisty
afkan srih Dranford,  there are undoubteély socne persons who have
*- ecllections worthwkile housing in the lityary,  Iowoveyr tids: -
Lovagaerely &,Sug§QSuiﬁu and if it is the onlnlcn of lirs ALtuster
- that this feabure ghould beo e]lninatpﬁ, rﬁob 1y_the pecple.willj—~
o &bld LJ ﬁl uub;bion. ,* : e . AT e

AR inNAly, I Luzhot definitely covmit the ‘Pown to the terms of
fg,ia proposed trust apgreenonty brt s hereinbefore sbrbedy 1T you
‘pgwill Torvard sare 8s is desired by r. Atwater, I will be glad
.- to go over it, end 1£.I feel thet 1t is prover, heving regard to
our- sbetute luw, I will see that itli'is. forthwith su bgittcd tos.
g u”CABl tcﬁn meatlng for acticn by tbe,le 21 voters of tha torn. o
1v. uu“eTV1°ion and Tnn~~n~cn ‘~r ’jt*ur .

“'ii;llth ref srenoe’ to the uvervxs‘ﬂn end *vnﬂﬂﬂwcnt of tuv librdry, -
V_,jununr Lhe ex$st1ng general xaw af Cuhhecticﬂt unuer Wblca w2 musv’
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